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1. Explain how the long history of racist incarceration in America is one of the 
most important contextual elements affecting the characters in the novel.
It is noted that in the novel characters in the novel have gone beyond the limits of racism. The characters are confined by the love in the sense that, while the mother is a black, the father of the family presented in the novel is white. Their love for their father is conceived as the wife and the children drive to pick their father as he is being released from the prison where he had been for the crime of drug trafficking. And discrimination from the whites was inevitable as denoted; “Lot of folks was in there for stealing food because everybody was poor and starving, and even though White people couldn’t get your work for free, they did everything they could to avoid hiring you and paying you for it.”. Further, inconceivable is noticeable where the white father, Michael, and the black mother, Leonie are found to be absent parents. Their influence on the children dwindles since the children are indifferent with regard to the lessons they learn from their parents. The weaknesses in the family bonds are a clear indication of a family being ruined by the racial prejudice. The black mother and wife to Michael, Leonie is always at conflict with herself and others because of the racial differences she has with her imprisoned husband.
JoJo is a struggling Youngman, in his way to discover what it means to be a man in the society. The journey to understanding the meaning of being a man is made hard by the differences in characters and personalities evidence from the black and whites family members. Leona’s brother was murdered in an incident of racism, which haunts her forever, as can be noted in the words of Leona, “That girl: so lucky. She has all her brothers.’. The whole family is being destroyed by the historical tendencies of racism in America. Other than his racist mother, Jojo is affected by racism in that, the memories of old-time jail system which was used as a second-degree form of legalized slavery still haunt him.  Michael's father and the big Joseph have no problem pulling the short gun on their daughter-in-law and her children in the event she tries to interfere with their property, just because she is black.
2. The novel plays on ideas about home and homecoming while suggesting
that “home” is not necessarily a physical place but a more spiritual condition
of rest and belonging. Explain how this is shown through at least two
characters. 
To the toddlers, home is not the place where the father, mother and the children live together since they live with their grandfather and grandmother. This is because their parents are divided and cannot manage the family affairs effectively. As such, home is more of a place where one can live, find love and care as denoted by the kind of lives the toddlers experience with their pop and the grandmother. "Home is about the earth. Whether the earth opens up to you. Whether it pulls you so close the space between you and it melt and Y'all one and it beats like your heart. Same time. Where".
According to Leonie, the spirit of her dead brother is the one that comforts her. She never finds peace, love and care at her own home. To her, the home may be defined as a state, that comes in some kind of a trance when she is high/drunk. The Leonie’s home is more of a spiritual experience that she perceives when she is drunk, through the spirit of her dead brother.  Her perception or definition of home is quite different from the general view and expectations.
Another understanding of home and homecoming is eminent when Michael calls home to say he is being released from the prison. The wife, Leonie takes the opportunity to make his nuclear family whole again. She takes on board for a road trip, the children, and the whole novel is founded on the happenings through the journey to pick Michael. As such, it can be interpreted that, home is a place where there is love, care and unity. Irrespective of Leone's neglect to her children during the time of husband confinement, there is an attempt to unite the family. Homecoming can be viewed as a jovial event, that brings the family members together, and feels happy. She notes, “Sorrow is food swallowed too quickly, caught in the throat, making it nearly impossible to breathe.”. Home is a place where those that are members may fight, love and care at the same time, but never stop being a family. This is as denoted by the Leonie on the day her husband is released from jail.
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